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gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to the
National Union for the Total Independence
of Angola (‘‘UNITA’’) is to continue in effect
beyond September 26, 1996, to the Federal
Register for publication.

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on September 26, 1993, of a national
emergency have not been resolved. The ac-
tions and policies of UNITA pose a continu-
ing unusual and extraordinary threat to the
foreign policy of the United States. United
Nations Security Council Resolution 864
(1993) continues to oblige all Member States
to maintain sanctions. Discontinuation of the
sanctions would have a prejudicial effect on
the Angolan peace process. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to maintain in force the broad authorities
necessary to apply economic pressure to
UNITA to reduce its ability to pursue its ag-
gressive policies of territorial acquisition.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 16, 1996.

Statement on Signing the Military
Construction Appropriations Act,
1997
September 16, 1996

I have today signed into law today H.R.
3517, the ‘‘Military Construction Appropria-
tions Act, 1997,’’ which provides funding for
military construction and family housing pro-
grams of the Department of Defense.

The Act provides my full request for the
vast majority of military construction
projects, the military family housing pro-
gram, other quality of life facilities for our
military personnel and their families, and the
Department of Defense base closure and re-
alignment program.

But I am disappointed that the Act pro-
vides more funding than I requested. Specifi-
cally, I am concerned that the Congress has

chosen to spend $154 million on projects that
the Department of Defense has not identi-
fied as priorities and that will not improve
the quality of life for our service members.
These projects are clear examples of spend-
ing that is neither warranted nor justified,
and is funded at the expense of higher-prior-
ity domestic programs.

Indeed, this Act is part of an overall ap-
proach by the Congress to provide more
funds than necessary for nonpriority items
through the Defense budget at the expense
of important domestic priorities in education
and training, the environment, science and
technology, law enforcement, and other key
priorities. At a time of scarce resources, we
should not squander funds on items that we
don’t need while underfunding the very pri-
orities that will help improve living standards
and the quality of life of average Ameri-
cans—both now and in the future.

I urge the Congress to complete action on
the remaining 1997 appropriations bills as
quickly as possible, and to send them to me
in an acceptable form.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 16, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 3517, approved September 16, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–196. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 17.

Statement on Signing the Legislative
Branch Appropriations Act, 1997
September 16, 1996

I have today signed into law H.R. 3754,
the ‘‘Legislative Branch Appropriations Act,
1997.’’

The Act provides fiscal year 1997 appro-
priations for the Congress, the Congressional
Budget Office, the Architect of the Capitol,
the General Accounting Office, the Govern-
ment Printing Office, and the Library of
Congress.

I am especially pleased to sign into law
a provision that will allow blind and visually
impaired persons to get earlier access to
books and other reading matter. As a result
of an agreement between the publishing in-
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